Thomas Potter
May 26, 1956 - September 12, 2020

Thomas "Tom" Edward Potter of Pocatello, Idaho, died September 13, 2020.
He was born on May 26,1956 in Idaho Falls Idaho to Effie Florence Emery Potter and
Donald Gene Potter. He grew up in Idaho Falls and graduated from Idaho Falls High
School in 1974. At the age of 17, his long career in the flooring industry began with the
carpet department at Sears and Roebuck in Idaho Falls. Tom would go on to owning his
own thriving business, Carpet Plus Color Tile in Pocatello.
He married his high school sweetheart, Diana Gay McAtee on October 11, 1975. They
lived in Idaho Falls where they welcomed daughter Brooklynne in 1978. In 1981, they
moved to Pocatello, Idaho.
In the four decades Tom lived in Pocatello, he was deeply involved in various civic and
artistic organizations and endeavors particularly the Rotary Club of Pocatello and the
Westside Players Inc where he served as President for many years.
He is survived by his wife of 45 years, Diana, daughter Brooklynne, granddaughter Stella,
mother Effie Florence, brothers Donald (Diane) Potter and Michael (Cheri) Potter. He is
preceded in death by his father Donald, and his brother, Kenneth Potter.
In lieu of flowers, please make contributions in Tom's memory to Valley Mission, Fort Hall
ROAR, Westside Players, Rotary Club of Pocatello, any local or regional arts, Veteran's
group, animal welfare organization, BLM, NAACP or any animal shelter.
A viewing will be held from 6:00-8:00 PM Friday, September 18, 2020 at Wilks Funeral
Home and again on Saturday, September 19, 2020 from 2:00-5:00 PM. THE FAMILY IS
REQUIRING MASKS BE WORN WHILE ATTENDING THE VIEWING.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the "Tribute Wall" tab
above.

Events
SEP
18

Viewing

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Wilks Funeral Home
211 W. Chubbuck Road, Chubbuck, ID, US, 83202

SEP
19

Viewing

02:00PM - 05:00PM

Wilks Funeral Home
211 W. Chubbuck Road, Chubbuck, ID, US, 83202

Comments

“

Dear Brook, Diana and Stella, Sending love and strength to you from our family. Tom
was the best in so many ways. When I think of Tom, I see him standing tall, with his
big smile, and a sincere willingness to do anything, for anyone. He will be greatly,
greatly missed.
We are totally he or you.
Love and hugs... Jane, Doug and family

Jane Wsrnock - September 20 at 10:20 AM

“

I truly will miss our talks. Tom always had a calm and thoughtful tone, always ready
to lend a hand and share insights in a kind and gentle way. 30 years wasn't enough
time. My deepest condolences to Diane, Brooklynne and extended family.

Doug Marler - September 19 at 02:24 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of Tom's passing. Such a kind soul. My husband and I met Tom
in the mid 1980's when we were painting contractors. He would bid the carpet
replacement after we finished cleaning and painting empty houses for the realtors. I
would see him occasionally in a grocery store over the years and was always
greeted with a friendly smile. Take care of yourselves.

Sandra Mosbrucker - September 18 at 08:22 PM

“

Diana, Brooklynne & family: I was stunned, speechless, to find Tom had passed
away. I pray for strength for you in this difficult time. May your fond memories of Tom
soon bring you peace.
A memorial donation has been made to Westside Players.
Vanesa Maddocks

vanesa maddocks - September 18 at 06:04 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies and lots of love. We can’t wrap our heads around this loss.
Thinking of you during this awful time. Dave & Marni Montgomery-Blake

Marni Montgomery-Blake - September 18 at 05:32 AM

“

I'm sad that Tom has passed too soon, and that I'm not able to make his memorial
service this weekend. Tom was a good man and a good friend, one of the highlights
of my visits back home was walking into the Warehouse and having Tom rush to
greet me warmly and sincerely. I loved his humor, his dedication to our theatre
community, and the rare surprises he would find in his old coat pockets from time to
time. When I reflect back, I've known Tom & Diana for almost 30 years, and will miss
him, especially when visiting the Westside Players Warehouse. Diana and Brook,
you have my sincere condolences, and I look forward to seeing you both again,
hopefully soon.

Brian Zuber - September 17 at 08:19 PM

“

Brian Zuber lit a candle in memory of Thomas Potter

Brian Zuber - September 17 at 08:14 PM

“

Tom was always so sweet and compassionate, an amazing father and grandfather.
He will be missed deeply.

Sara Aarness - September 17 at 02:36 PM

“

I have known Tom and the Potters all of my life. Dianna and Brooklynne, I am so
sorry for your loss.
This is a real shock. One of the nicest guys I have ever been around.
So, so, sorry to hear this.
Clint Felts

Clint Felts - September 17 at 01:40 PM

“

So sad to hear of Tom's passing... my thoughts and prayers are with you at this time
if sorrow.

Mary Ann Stoll - September 17 at 12:21 PM

“

Tom Potter was Westside Players for me. He was professinal but friendly and polite.
Always smiling and made a person feel so welcome. His business was the same way.
Sympathy to his family and friends. Ava Tracy
Ava Marie Tracy - September 18 at 02:41 PM

“

Tom is irreplaceable as our friend, consultant and business associate. For decades we
relied on his unmatched trustworthiness,good counsel and heart to heart visits. We miss
you already.
Jim and Trudi Morphey
Jim Morphey - September 18 at 09:28 PM

“

So sorry to read about Tom’s passing. Many great memories of his work with
Westside Players. Gone to soon.

Chris & Bob Grayson - September 17 at 12:01 PM

“

Very sad to hear and quite unexpected. I've known Tom for many years and always
enjoyed our visits, no matter how short. I just sat with him two weeks ago for another
great conversation. My best to his family and friends. We lost another very good
man.

Rory Erchul - September 17 at 11:25 AM

“

Dianna and Brooklynne, we are so sorry for your so sudden loss of Tom. It has to be
just heartbreaking. He always exuded warmth and an upbeat attitude with us. Nancy
remembers the times he stopped by Just Desserts for cookies. We enjoyed buying
carpet and tile from him (and Brooklynne) at the store. And he was a rock star for
Westside Players!! We'll miss him, his smile, his engaging personality. Our thoughts
are with you.
Stephen Weeg and Nancy Greco

Stephen Weeg - September 17 at 10:59 AM

“

We knew Tom as such a good natured, easy going person- so genuinely friendly and
always giving of his time to just chat with you. We pray that you all will have strength
and healing.
Respectfully with love,
Duane and Peggy Awes
In Tom's memory a donation has been made to the Bannock Humane Society.

Duane and Peggy Awes - September 17 at 09:39 AM

“

Mike and I are so sad to hear of Tom’s passing. I knew him thru the carpet business
first meeting him when he worked for Wall to Wall. He was and always will be one of
the kindest men we will ever meet. Our world lost a great one.

Mike and Thais Ayre - September 17 at 08:23 AM

“

My dear Diana and Brooklyn my deepest thoughts are with you I am so shocked I'm
just speechless I have known you people for so many years it's like a part of my
heart was ripped out love you both what kind of deeply miss him he was always there
for me I'm so sorry first reality is there in urinalysis and still

Vicky and Al Frisk - September 17 at 08:23 AM

“

Tom was a fantastic neighbor and friend. I totally enjoyed out visits, even though
sometimes they were a long time in between. He was always so busy with work and
Westside and his many community duties and we were off in the winters going south.
But we knew out place was safe because our neighbors cared enough to keep a look
out for us. We could always count on seeing each other at Christmas to share our
goodies and catch up with our families. Tom was so grateful when Brooke came to
work for him. He was always proud of her and her accomplishments. I'm grateful our
daughters remain friends today. Life gets in the way, but friendships always stay. This
is so hard for your family, Tom. But, they are tough and you'll help them through this.
Thanks for being a wonderful neighbor. You'll definitely be missed by so many in our
community.

Julia England - September 16 at 09:15 PM

“

We were very sad to hear of Tom’s passing! We’ve known him through the carpet
and tile business for at least 20 years! He was a great person and we will surely miss
him!
Our thoughts and prayers to the family!
Doug and Joanne Remer

Doug and Joanne Remer - September 16 at 07:13 PM

“

Diana, I am so sorry to hear about Tom's passing. He was such a sweet man and I
really enjoyed time spent around him at Westside.
Gail Higgins

Gail Higgins - September 16 at 04:03 PM

“

So very heartbroken for your loss, you are in my constant prayers!

Erin Fisk - September 16 at 11:40 AM

“

We have great memories of Tom, first meeting when we moved to Pocatello. He was
an awesome flooring and tile consultant/salesman. Later we enjoyed his hospitality
and warm personality at the Westside Theatre. He was always a joy to meet with that
inviting smile! We will be keeping Diana and Brooklynne in our prayers.
Rest in Peace my friend...
Keri & Randy Fowler

Randall S Fowler MD - September 16 at 10:28 AM

“

I was shocked to read the sad news about Tom’s passing on the Class of 1974’s
Facebook page. I remember at our last reunion it was great to see Tom and catch up.
He seemed to be very happy and proud of his family. There’s no doubt he will be
greatly missed by many. I wish the family peace in these troubling times and I hope
your memories will keep your heart warm.

Karen Nordyke Shaw - September 16 at 10:10 AM

“

Tom was such a wonderful next-door neighbor--always thoughtful and friendly. I feel
so sorry for his family and friends who will surely miss him terribly.

Roury Miller - September 15 at 11:00 PM

“

Tom was such a large part of my teenage years with Westside. I'm going to miss him!
Hugs to Diana and Brooklynne, you are in my thoughts.

Melissa Dixon - September 15 at 03:55 PM

“

You all are so dear to me. So much love being sent to you each and every one of
you.

Jamie Romine-Gabardi - September 15 at 01:31 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Tom's passing. I deeply admired and respected him. My
sympathy to his wonderful family. He will be missed.

Marilee Park - September 15 at 01:09 PM

“

I’m
Sending my deepest condolences to you Diana, Brooklynne and Stella. We are all
stunned and saddened by this huge loss. Tom will be missed.

Shelley Canalia - September 15 at 11:39 AM

“

I guess that there really isn’t enough that we can say about Tom. We have so many
wonderful memories of the times that we shared over these many years, especially
the infamous night at Benihana in Las Vegas. He was so supportive of our
humanitarian work in the community. He will be missed by so many. Diana and
Brook, you truly have our heartfelt sympathy. May you find peace.
Steve & Jamar

Steve & Jamar Brown - September 14 at 10:43 PM

