Richard Briggs
June 21, 1940 - April 11, 2018

Richard Elsberry Briggs passed away April 11, 2018. He was born in St. Anthony, Idaho
on June 21, 1940. Born to Marvin E. Briggs and Joyce Briggs, he was the fourth of six
children. The family moved to Teton Valley in his early years and Dad always considered
Judkins his home. He grew up as many in that era did: working hard on the farm and
graduating from Teton High School in 1958. After high school, he attended Idaho State
University for a short period of time, and while in Pocatello, he met his future wife, Michele
(Micki) Black, at the ISU Homecoming Parade. When his father fell ill, he left school and
returned home to run the family ranch. On August 1, 1961, Dad and Mom wed and
continued farming in Teton Valley until he became a real estate agent and then broker for
many years.
Dad and Mom had seven children: Tim, Eric (Jaime), Alex (Heidi), Rachel (Enrique), Matt
(Angelina), Shannon (Drew), and Jessica (Jeremy). It was Tim and his daughter, Ashton,
who took excellent care of Dad during his last year and a half in Pocatello.
Dad was a cornerstone of the youth baseball programs in Teton Valley for decades,
frequently coaching all-star teams that traveled throughout South Eastern Idaho playing in
tournaments and competing against bigger towns with bigger kids. Nothing brought him
more joy than beating those teams who had more size and strength but not the same
heart of his kids from the Valley.
Dad always found a way to make it to his kids’ sporting events, driving in blinding
snowstorms around the state to watch high school basketball games. Giving up on more
than one occasion, he was forced to drive behind the team bus, which was behind a
snowplow, just to make it home. Dad also got to travel to the first Fiesta Bowl won by the
BSU Broncos, taking Mom and his three daughters on that memorable trip with him. He
and Mom got to take the trip of a lifetime when they traveled to visit Shannon, who was
studying abroad in Cork, Ireland.
Dad was always so proud to be an Idahoan, spending hours talking to anyone not from

Idaho about how great the State was. Some of his favorite places were Mesa Falls, Cave
Falls, Warm River, Heise Hot Springs, and of course Yellowstone. He took his family to
Yellowstone at least once a year and made sure that us kids had a great appreciation for
Yellowstone’s beauty and uniqueness.
Dad is preceded in death by his parents; brothers Bill, Jim, and John; sister Sally DeVille;
and his daughter, Shannon. He is survived by his wife Micki, his sister Mary Hawley, his
six other children and numerous grandchildren.
The family would like to express gratitude to the wonderful people at Brookdale Assisted
Living in Pocatello, residents and staff alike. It was comforting to hear how much he was
loved there.
You had a lasting effect on each of us, and we will carry that with us throughout our lives.
Thank you for all of the hours of playing baseball and basketball, teaching life’s lessons,
allowing us kids to “shave” your face when we were little (with a butter knife), countless
hours playing pinochle, taking us duck and goose hunting, and so much more.
We will miss you, Dad. Until we meet again…
As per Richard's wishes, no public services will be held.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the 'Tribute Wall' tab
above.

Comments

“

Hello Micki, so sorry to hear about Richard passing. My heart of love goes out to you
and your family. i remember spending the night in your home and many of the kind
things you did for me. you both took me to a ball game in the park in Felt. you treated
me just like family. Richard took me around the country and had an enthusiastic
dialogue on the surrounding beautiful area. I have thought of you both many times
and always thought i would go to see you , but as you know, time flies and we begin
to lose all of our friends .
i will always remember God sending you my way and know that he will always be
with us. Until we meet again. may God bless you and comfort you.
Rogna Burnett
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
2084593349

Rogna Burnett - December 30, 2018 at 03:19 PM

“

Micki and family -- my thoughts and love are with you. Richard was a kind and gentle
man with many stories about the land and his family. I will remember him fondly as a
confidant who always saw the best in others. We spent many hours together in a
shared office space at 75 N Main in Driggs. He loved well and was well loved. -Susan Fenger

Suzy Gorney - May 18, 2018 at 03:51 PM

“

To Micki & Family
I was sadden to read about Richard's passing.
I have many fond memories or you and your family. Many years of knowing you and
enjoying our friendship. Many sincere condolences to you all.
Grace Reece and Family

Grace Reece - May 17, 2018 at 06:01 PM

“

A fairly newcomer to the Briggs family, as Shannon's mother-in-law, I witnessed firsthand what a powerful patriarch Richard was in his family. I saw his love and
dedication, and loved our visits. During Shannon's illness and the first year after her
passing (before he fell ill) I had several opportunities to visit with Richard and hear
stories about the family he held above all else in life. I will always cherish those
memories, and am grateful to include the Briggs family into our family. Our thoughts
and prayers continue for all of you, as we know this cannot be an easy time for you.
((HUGS)) to each and every one of you! God Bless.

Sandy Jo - May 11, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

I just wanted to say that I grew up with the Briggs family in Teton Valley and Matt and
I went to school and college together. I have many fond memories of being with
Richard and the rest of the family. I know everyone is sure going to miss him; indeed
he was the patriarch of a large amazing family. Loved joking around with him he was
just an awesome guy. I laughed and laughed and laughed all the time and he was
hilarious and I hope we can take comfort in the MANY terrific fond memories we
have of him. Not only as being the great father that he was and also a great baseball
coach and more than anything just a really great guy to be around. Just know Briggs
family that I love you guys and I hope the best for you at all times. Richard Briggs
may you rest in peace and we are forever grateful at the great family you raised. With
my true condolences, Michael Piquet

Michael Piquet - May 06, 2018 at 02:59 PM

“

Richard was in my class at school. He was bright and friendly. He was always a
gentleman and very respectful of others. The world lost another great citizen. Our
condolences are offered to the family.

LaVon Gillette Grandy - May 05, 2018 at 08:23 PM

“

Micki, Rachel, Alex and the rest of the Briggs family--I'm so sorry for your loss. You
are in my thoughts and prayers. Blessings to all of you.

Rebekah Harvey - May 05, 2018 at 08:14 PM

“

My prayers of comfort for you family.

Georgia Davison - May 05, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Eric, you and your family are in my thoughts.
Lou Banfill - May 05, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

I was saddened to hear if Richard's passing, and while reading his obit, was
surprised to find out his daughter Shannon had passed. I have lost a lot of memories,
so may have just forgotten, but please accept my condolences on the loss of both of
them. Living out in the "boonies" made all of us closer in some ways, and it is more
like hearing about an uncle you lost touch with. So sorry.

Becki Brower - May 05, 2018 at 03:34 PM

“

May peace and comfort find the Briggs family as we say good bye, for now, to
another good Teton Valley man. "Until we meet again"!

Angie - April 24, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

I enjoyed our many evening talks and visits. Richard was very kind, funny and
thoughtful. I will miss his friendship. I wish he could’ve stayed around a little while
longer. I hope he knows he is truly missed. God bless and may his family find comfort
at this time.

Trisha Hirschi - April 18, 2018 at 11:15 PM

“

Richard, I feel blessed to have known you at Brookdale. Remember the black yarn
spiders we found so amusing? I will miss your teasing me about them. May God's
blessings be with your family.

Shelley Page - April 17, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

We had much in common. I appreciated your friendship. I miss you a lot. Prayers and
best wishes to your family.

Kathy Dalpino - April 17, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

It was my pleasure to get to know Richard through our Sunday afternoon Bible study
at Brookdale. He hadn’t been able to attend recently when he wasn’t well, but I
stopped by each Sunday to make sure he was invited and let him know that we
missed him. May the Lord watch over you and
comfort you in your time of sorrow.
Jay Ronk & the Bible Study members

Jay Ronk - April 16, 2018 at 06:34 PM

“

We are saddened to hear of Richard’s passing. He was a wonderful neighbor and
friend when we lived in Felt. We enjoyed his family especially the summers when he
and Dennis coached little league baseball together. May you all have peace and
comfort. We send our love and prayers to all his family.
Dennis and Jerrilee Brower and family

Jerrilee Brower - April 14, 2018 at 04:30 PM

