Pauline "Polly" Abbott
September 11, 1929 - January 20, 2019

Pauline LaVon Abbott, 89, passed away peacefully on Sunday, January 20, 2019 in
Pocatello, Idaho. Polly was born on September 11, 1921 in Salt Lake City, Utah to Ralph
and Gladys Plant. She was the fourth of four children. She grew up in Salt Lake City.
She was a gifted student who graduated from Granite High School as Valedictorian. She
majored in education at the University of Utah. While at the university she received many
awards and was editor of the yearbook.
Many years later after Lael retired she obtained her master’s in special education and
school administration. Education was a passion for Polly throughout her life. Polly was a
teacher and a principal throughout Lael’s military career. Polly was a principal at Downey
Elementary School, Director of Special Education and Curriculum Superintendent for
Marsh Valley School District in Idaho.
Polly was extremely intelligent (MENSA). She was a voracious reader. Polly was driven
charismatic and charming. Polly married Lael James Abbott on August 21, 1952. Polly and
Lael have been married 66 years. They are the parents of two children, Scott and Danae.
Danae is married to Don Head. They have two grandchildren, Davonne and Dylan and on
great grandchild, Juniper James.
Lael was a US Army Officer of 20 years. During Lael’s career they lived in Japan, Turkey
and Germany as well as various posts in the United States. Polly had a love for traveling,
especially in Japan and Turkey. Polly enjoyed officer-wife activities and entertaining. She
was an excellent cook.
Upon retirement in 1972 the couple moved to Swan Lake, Idaho where Lael ran the ranch
and Polly became principal at Downey Elementary. Polly and Lael retired to Pocatello in
1992. They continued their traveling and enjoyed wintering in Texas and Arizona.
Polly was a loving mother and wife. She was driven to encourage her children in life.

Funeral services for Polly will be held on Friday, January 25, 2019 at Wilks Funeral Home
211 W. Chubbuck Road. Interment will follow services in Restlawn Memorial Gardens.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the "Tribute Wall" tab
above.

Cemetery

Events

Restlawn Memorial Gardens JAN
2864 S. 5th Avenue
Pocatello, ID, 83201

25

Funeral Service

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Wilks Funeral Home
211 W. Chubbuck Road, Chubbuck, ID, US, 83202

Comments

“

Thoughts & prayers to Lael & rest of the family. Polly gave me my start in education
32 years ago. So very grateful for her mentoring and leadership. She will be greatly
missed.

Sandy Morrison - January 26, 2019 at 08:42 PM

“

I have many wonderful memories of Aunt Polly. She was my elementary principal,
which meant I got to see her everyday at school. She always decorated her home
with very unique items that she would gather from the different countries she had
lived in. I especially remember the elephants and giraffes. We loved it when we got
to swim in their indoor pool. I have never since seen a home that had a pool in their
basement. I loved her laugh, she always had a big smile when she greeted you. Aunt
Polly would tell the best stories! I loved to sit and visit with her, she was so
descriptive and entertaining when sharing an experience or just talking in general.
She was very smart and knew a lot about the world of education. Aunt Polly was a
great role model of how to be a good leader. She was strong, independent and never
shy to voice her opinion. I learned so much from my Aunt Polly and I was blessed to
have her be so involved in my childhood. I will miss her. My thoughts and prayers are
with my Uncle Lael, Scott, Danae, Don, Dylan and Davonne and her family. May you
be comforted with the wonderful memories of Aunt Polly at this time. Much Love,
Tina Abbott Hirz

Tina Hirz - January 25, 2019 at 12:22 PM

“

Brent and Vickey Abbott and Family purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family
of Pauline "Polly" Abbott.

Brent and Vickey Abbott and Family - January 24, 2019 at 05:37 PM

“

The Reiter Family Michael, Keri, Kristi and Tara purchased the Grande Gourmet Fruit
Basket for the family of Pauline "Polly" Abbott.

The Reiter Family Michael, Keri, Kristi and Tara - January 24, 2019 at 01:10 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Pauline "Polly" Abbott.

January 23, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

Thank you for the good times, traveling companions and wonderful neighbors. We
will cherish the memories and the lessons we have learned from you. You will always
be in our hearts. Love Rock and Judy

Rock Holbrook - January 23, 2019 at 10:23 AM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Pauline "Polly" Abbott.

January 23, 2019 at 09:08 AM

“

Sharon Nilson lit a candle in memory of Pauline "Polly" Abbott

Sharon Nilson - January 22, 2019 at 08:28 PM

“

Dear sweet Polly, I will so miss talking with you. You will always have a special place
in my heart. I will carry fond memories of you today and always.

Sharon Nilson - January 22, 2019 at 08:26 PM

“

I remember having so much fun at Polly and Lael's home. We would swim in their
pool, and eat good food, we had great chats and lots of laughter. Thinking of you all
and sending lots of love and condolences.

Keri Pond - January 22, 2019 at 05:40 PM

