Mack Hanson
March 29, 1934 - August 15, 2018

Henry M. Hanson “Mack” passed away on August 15th in Lava Hot Springs Idaho in an
automobile accident; he was on his way home from visiting his wife Dorothy who lives in
the Monte Vista Nursing Home in Pocatello.
Mack was born in Genesee Idaho on March 29th, 1934 where he lived with his Father
Harry, Mother Nina, and his two sisters Jill and Polly until he was 10 years old.
In 1944 Nina moved with Mack, Jill, and Polly to be closer to the “I AM” Activity and attend
classes at the Temple in Chicago. They also attended conclaves and classes in Mt.
Shasta California.
Mack graduated from Hirsch High School on the south side of Chicago and entered
college at Illinois Institute of Technology where he obtained a Degree in Civil Engineering
in 1957 and became a Licensed Structural Engineer in 1963. He began working for the
City of Chicago in 1957 and had a long career in public service until he retired from the
Chief Right of Way position in 1994.
Mack met his wife Dorothy at the “I AM” Temple of Chicago and they were married on July
30th,1960. They had four children, Cheryl, Scott, Brenda, and John. They lived in homes
on the South Side of Chicago, in the suburb of Hindsdale, and then back into the city
limits–in the Beverly area– until 1995.
Through the years, after many summer vacations to the area, Mack and Dorothy bought a
piece of property in Mount Shasta where they built a home and retired. His daughter
Brenda and granddaughter Isabelle moved to Mount Shasta as well as daughter Cheryl
for a year before marrying. He and Dorothy lived there until February of this year, when
daughter Cheryl and her husband Rickey brought them to Idaho where his wife, Dorothy,
could be placed in a nursing facility.
Mack was an avid athlete and played basketball until he was 75 years old. He had many
trophies for his league sports including bowling, golfing, softball, and basketball. He was

frequently the coach of his teams and encouraged sports with his sons; Scott played
basketball in High School as well as John, who also played college ball. He loved hiking
and took his family every year from Chicago to the Tetons for a two to four-week vacation,
usually camping in Grand Teton Park and also traveling to the Mount Shasta area. He
continued hiking in Mt. Shasta until a few years ago, having joined a hiking club, the
Meanderers and also enjoyed cross-country skiing, and skating. Mack loved to sing, play
the piano and the trumpet; upon retirement he joined the choir at the College of the
Siskiyous in Weed, CA and sang his last program this past year before moving to Idaho.
Most importantly, Mack helped everyone; working just as much during his retirement as
prior. Shortly after arriving in Mount Shasta in 1995 he spent weeks trekking around the
Saint Germain Foundation property to find and later record at the County all their property
corners. He repaired bridges on the Shasta Springs trails, helped renovate the “I AM”
Reading Room of Mt. Shasta including tearing off and putting on a new roof, helped in the
construction of the “I AM” Temple of Mt. Shasta, the “I AM” School of Mount Shasta, the “I
AM” Residence of Mt. Shasta, his own home, and other projects on the Shasta Springs
properties, and Reservoir. He was the one who brought everyone, who couldn’t get out, a
fresh Christmas tree cut from the woods, fixed their leaks, sprinklers, brought them
groceries, fruit, peaches from an orchard an hour away, or moved their pianos, and other
furniture as needed. Mack spent his last vacation just a few weeks ago at Shasta Springs
in California, giving more service at the amphitheater and making sure the Reservoir was
cleaned and running for future use. Whenever there was a need, Mack jumped in to lend
his expertise, support or helping hand.
He will be missed by his friends, his wife, his children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, August 19, 2018 at Wilks Funeral
Home, 211 W. Chubbuck Road.
Memories and condolences may be shared with his family in the "Share a Memory" tab
above.
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Comments

“

Knowing Mack and having him in our lives was such a blessing. Mack and Dorothy
took the “I AM” School in from the moment the 3 moving trucks landed in Mount
Shasta in 1997.
We stored so many things in their garage; hired their daughter Brenda to teach
English and history; and he quickly became our go-to maintenance man. I can’t count
how many air
filters he changed; how many sprinkler heads he fixed; how many lawn mowers he
fixed; gopher holes he filled.
We would not have the campus we have today if it wasn’t for Mack and his
relationships in the community.
He was instrumental in helping us build our first school building and the residence
(his daughter, Cheryl was the architect.) Mack acted like our contractor and oversaw
everything.
Then he helped us negotiate the contracts to buy our lots to build our next buildings.
Mack helped us with school fundraisers like garage sales; helped us move many,
many pianos and organs.
With his love for Basketball, Mack made sure a basketball hoop was one of the first
things he installed at the school. And we still enjoy playing basketball just about
every recess.
And we could always look forward to Mack checking in on us at least once a week.
Mack and Dorothy are part of our “I AM” School roots in Mount Shasta.
Mack loved hiking and loved to share the beauty of his world with us so he took the
school on many hikes. One particular hike was supposed to be about 6 miles (or so
Mack thought) at about the 8 mile mark one child (who was six years old at the time)
said to Mack: “Mack this is way more than 6 miles, and where’s the lake you
promised me?” Mack kept saying “just around the bend.” Needless to say we kept
going and finally found the lake just as we were about to turn back. Mack was so
impressed with that 6 year old who stayed with him the whole way. He told that story
for years. We so loved Mack and his stories because he just wanted to share the joy
and beauty of his world with everyone around him. Mack has touched each of us with
his stories; because he lived his life with his heart and with passion; and that’s what
he gave to everybody else around him. We will miss you Mack; but what a legacy
you have left for us. May we all love life the way you did by always trying to make the
world around you a better place. We love you! Shelley and the “I AM” School Family

Shelley Blomberg - August 19, 2018 at 09:04 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mack Hanson.

August 19, 2018 at 03:02 PM

“

146 files added to the album LifeTributes

Wilks Funeral Home - August 19, 2018 at 02:56 PM

“

I first met Mack about 7 years ago when he approached me about wanting to
rekindle an effort to build a public trail to Mossbrae Falls. For many years, the public
has been accessing the Falls by walking along the railroad tracks, which is
dangerous and a long hike. He invited me onto the Saint Germain Foundation's
Shasta Springs property many times to explore routes that would best serve the
public while also providing much better access for Saint Germain members and
avoid any disruption of privacy for the Foundation. We came up with a solution, and
Mack was the leading advocate for moving forward, but we couldn't convince the
Foundation board that it was a win-win solution. In response, we came up with an
alternate route involving use of the railroad right-of-way along the river below the
tracks, and it looks like the railroad is going to approve this trail alignment. Mack was
so looking forward to seeing the trail built and having the opportunity to use it.
Much of Mack's support for the trail came from his career in Public Works for the City
of Chicago. His work often involved seeking solutions to locating public facilities on
private land. At the time, he was a life-long member of the Saint Germain Foundation
and fully understood and supported its desire for privacy in its religious activities.
Mack's understanding and support of this balanced approach was refreshing and
inspiring.
During the course of pursuing the Mossbrae Falls Trail, Mack and I spoke many
times about his career, his family, and his love of trails and of basketball. He would
call often to get an update on the trail project, and to just talk about life in Mount
Shasta, a place that he dearly loved.
We will miss Mack dearly. If we can get the Mossbrae Trail built, we will
commemorate Mack in some capacity on the trail to acknowledge his vital role in
making the Trail possible. And I will miss Mack on a personal level for the wonderful
human being that he was and the great times we spent together.
Tom Hesseldenz
Mossbrae Falls Trail Designer
Mount Shasta Trail Association

Tom Hesseldenz - August 19, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

Your grandfather was one of the 1st students who welcomed my family to Mt Shasta.
I enjoyed going to the Mt Shasta high school football and basketball games and
sitting with him. I'm honored to have known him.

Fred Vasquez - August 17, 2018 at 07:20 PM

