Karen A Anderson
February 7, 1943 - May 25, 2020

Karen Anderson was born February 7, 1943 in Provo, Utah. She was the daughter of
O’Dean and Vera Anderson. She grew up in various western states where her father
managed construction projects for Morrison-Knudsen Construction Company. She had
two younger brothers, Nyles (deceased) and Jerald (Margo) of Garrison, Utah.
Karen passed away suddenly and unexpectedly on May 25, 2020, at Portneuf Medical
Center in Pocatello. Her ashes will be scattered in the mountains she loved.
A memorial service and celebration of her life will be held on June 27 at 11:00 a.m. at
Grace Lutheran Church, 1350 Baldy Avenue in Pocatello. If Covid-19 regulations should
restrict such a gathering, it will be publicized in the Idaho State Journal and at the Wilks
Funeral Home web site (https://www.wilksfuneralhome.com/) few days in advance.
Karen graduated from Borah High School in Boise in 1960. She earned a BS Degree in
Biology from the University of Utah in 1964 and, after teaching for a year in a Christian
high school, an MS Degree in Biology in 1967.
She met her husband Philip through the ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ in 1967
and they were married on March 22, 1968. Karen and Philip have two sons - Karl Erik (&
Adair) who live in Washington, DC and Brad who lives in Blackfoot, Idaho.
In the early 1980s’ she earned a Master’s Degree in Mental Health Counseling at ISU. For
the next two decades Karen had a private practice as a Licensed Clinical Professional
Counselor with offices in Pocatello and Idaho Falls.
She loved backpacking and introduced her family to it in the 1970s’. They made three trips
to the bottom of the Grand Canyon in Arizona and to most of the major mountain and
wilderness areas in Idaho. She and Philip first took their two sons on an ambitious trip
through Idaho’s Sawtooth Wilderness when they were ages 2 and 3. She also was an avid
and talented musician, and often taught piano lessons.

In 1978 Karen and Philip traveled with an exchange program to Costa Rica, and made
friends that changed their lives. Both families visited back and forth numerous times which
was a challenge at first because neither family spoke the others’ language. But
determination and a shared Christian faith overcame the communication barrier.
Karen was a committed Christian virtually all of her life. In college she took the lead in
establishing the ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ at the University of Utah in the
1960s’. During her first three decades in Pocatello she led the music program of the
Pocatello Church of the Nazarene, participated in Bible Study Fellowship and various
other Christian projects, especially focusing on the emotional and Spiritual well-being of
women. During recent years she was active in Grace Lutheran Church. Serving God and
walking in His light was her highest priority in life - consistently and always! She is no
doubt thrilled to be in His eternal presence.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the "tribute wall" tab
above.
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Celebration of Life

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Grace Lutheran Church
1350 Baldy Avenue, Pocatello, ID, US, 83201

Comments

“

Phil, we are so sorry for the loss of Karen. She was a fine woman.
Keeping you in our prayers, Randy and Colleen

Colleen V Shelton-Davis - June 27 at 01:00 PM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All Red was purchased for the family of Karen A
Anderson.

June 26 at 12:01 PM

“

Our hearts were greatly saddened to hear of our precious friend's passing. Philip and
Karen were our across the street neighbors and such dear friends to me and
especially my son Christian. Philip, how I regret that we cannot be there for her
celebration of life, and to show our love for you both. What a precious lady who will
always be missed! Philip, we are now and will continue to pray for you and your
sons.

Lana White - June 26 at 11:40 AM

“

So shocked and saddened to hear this! Among other things Karen helped us settle in
Pocatello many years ago...She will be missed!
Randy ad Melinda Gaines

Randy Gaines - June 23 at 10:30 PM

“

Thank you sincerely.
Philip - June 26 at 11:59 AM

“

Karen Anderson was a treasure to the Lord Jesus Christ and to so many here in
Pocatello. She stood firm in Jesus and lived for Him.
🦅

Linda Scott Spicer - June 21 at 09:09 PM

“

Phillip and family, so sorry to hear of your unexpected loss. May God surround you
with his love and keep you close always.

Karen Love - June 08 at 01:38 PM

“

Our hearts go out to you, Philip, Karl Eric, Adair and Brad with the loss of your dear
wife and mother. What a blessing she has been to so many, always sacrificing
herself for others. We couldn't ask for a better friend. She will be greatly missed.

Bob and Dianna Chandler - June 04 at 04:04 PM

“

So very sorry to hear about Karen remembered the great times going to church
together.church camp and blue urine. The great super 8 suppers good times with
good friends.may you feel God's comforting arms around you all.take care.love from
the Atkinson family

Joanne Atkinson - June 03 at 09:41 PM

“

“

Thank you very much. I'm intrigued that you remember the topic of "blue urine."
Philip - June 26 at 12:00 PM

Thinking of you today Phil and family, praying for you as you mourn your loss. You
and Karen were the first of our Pocatello friends to welcome us. We treasure those
years and your friendship. May God hold you close through the days ahead.

Norm & Clara Wattts - May 30 at 01:15 PM

“

Phil, so sorry to hear about your loss. Joyce and I will keep you in our prayers.
Brad Norby - June 15 at 08:42 PM

“

Thank you very much. By the way, has the word "retirement" become part of your daily
vocabulary yet.
Philip - June 16 at 02:44 PM

“

May God bless and comfort you at this difficult and sad time. You are in my thoughts and
prayers. I have such fond memories, from my childhood, of coming to visit with my mom
and sister, I loved watching her play the piano, I was always in awe. Jolynn
Jolynn - June 27 at 02:13 AM

