JoAnn Henesh
February 17, 1956 - December 21, 2019

JoAnn Kay Henesh, age 63, passed away December 21, 2019 after enjoying a day full of
Christmas shopping. Christmas was her absolute favorite holiday, and she has solidified
many Christmas traditions for her family. She was born February 17, 1956 in Maddock,
North Dakota to Raymond and Lorraine Anderson. She married her lifetime love, William
Leo Henesh, on July 19, 1974 in American Falls, ID, the town they both grew up in.
The phrase “one of a kind” is the first thing that many think of when they think of JoAnn.
The second is likely “firecracker.” She had a knack for making people smile with her
genuine kindness, freely given hugs, twinkling eyes, and infectious laugh. She was a mom
that many strive to be. Her interests centered around family and friends – her three
grandchildren with the fourth due in weeks. She loved tending to nightly chores to feed (or
spoil with milk) her cats, the goats with cookies, the horses with grain, and the dogs with
ample treats from the dinner table. If you were ever lucky enough to taste her homemade
baked goods and meals, you were in for a treat because she truly excelled in the kitchen.
And of course, she loved her hair and nails colorful!
JoAnn is survived by her husband of 45 years, Bill Henesh, her daughter and son-in-law
Andrew and Christine (Henesh) Lyle of Boise, ID, her son and daughter-in-law Tyler and
Tamra Henesh of Soda Springs, ID, her son Jared Henesh of Soda Springs, ID, her
brother Sherman Anderson of Challis, ID, her sister Cindy Espino of Moses Lake, WA, and
her grandchildren Mason, Ryland and Addison Henesh with Baby Boy Lyle due in six
weeks.
She is preceded in death by her parents Ray and Lorraine Anderson, brothers Dale and
Gary Anderson, sisters Cherryll Smith and Darlene Annen, and sister-in-law Cherokee
Anderson.
Visitation is planned for Friday, December 27 from 5-7pm and Saturday morning,
December 28 from 0900-1015 with services to follow at Open Arms Church in Soda
Springs, Idaho. Graveside services will begin at approximately 2:00 pm in American Falls,

Idaho at the Neeley Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to a 529
account set up for her grandchildren’s college education. To donate go to
www.ugift529.com and use Ugift code K7P-J7Q.

Events
DEC
27

Viewing

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Open Arms Assembly of God
11 S. Hooper Avenue, Soda Springs, ID, US, 83276

DEC
28

Viewing

09:00AM - 10:15AM

Open Arms Assembly of God
11 S. Hooper Avenue, Soda Springs, ID, US, 83276

DEC
28

Funeral Service

10:30AM - 11:30AM

Open Arms Assembly of God
11 S. Hooper Avenue, Soda Springs, ID, US, 83276

DEC
28

Interment

02:00PM

Neeley
Neeley Loop, American Falls, ID, US, 83211

Comments

“

To the entire Henesh and Lyle FamilyMy deepest condolences to you at this difficult time....Jo was like a mom to me and I
looked up to her and the way she always showed love and kindness no matter where
you seen her. I was very lucky to have known her and shared the fun dart nights
while we played on Dart Leagues for the couple years we played together. Please
know you are all in my thoughts and prayers! Love you Jo....until we meet again!

AmyLyn Harris - January 03, 2020 at 03:03 PM

“

Our condolences to a great family and great neighbors. Such a shock to our
community, she was known to everyone and very well liked. Wishing you all the
comfort at this difficult time

Mick and Tyra Hayes - December 31, 2019 at 01:31 PM

“

So sorry to read of JoAnn's passing. We remember you all living down the block from
us in Grace. So we have been friends for a long time ... the tribute to her was right
on! Nothing fake about this lady-- genuine through and through. When I was in the
hospital and so very ill she came into my room and made sure I had a hug and asked
what she could do for me. I am blessed to have been her friend, please know we
send our sympathy and our prayers Bill and family. She will be watching over all of
you I am sure. That is what wives, mom's, and grandma's do best. Ron and Carole
Hegstrom

Carole Hegstrom - December 28, 2019 at 06:09 PM

“

Dear Henesh Family,
May you find comfort in knowing, your wife, and mother was truly a treasure not only
to us but the whole community. It will be hard to find another soul who as touched so
many in such a short time. No doubt her heart was pure gold through and through.
We pray daily for your comfort in these times of such loss.
Sincerely,
Mike & Brenda McEntire

Brenda McEntire - December 27, 2019 at 12:17 PM

“

Dear Henesh Family,
It was truly a shock to see JoAnn's obituary in the paper. I cannot think of her in any
way but full of life and going full speed ahead. I send my condolences to the family,
and trust you will carry on the with the traditions and principles she has left you. She
was truly a lovely lady in every way.
Sincerely,
Becky Craner

Becky Craner - December 27, 2019 at 10:32 AM

“

Full of life and love. Always ready with a laugh and a hug. Friend to all, Mom to
many! You are loved beyond the boudaries of our hearts. And you are missed to the
depths of our souls. I look forward to the time when I see you again........

Mary Henesh Richmond - December 26, 2019 at 10:22 AM

“

She truly was one of a kind, I'll never forget her smile n laugh. I'll miss u forever Jo
Jo, fly hight my friend

Sharona - December 26, 2019 at 10:08 AM

“

Rhoda Petersen lit a candle in memory of JoAnn Henesh

Rhoda Petersen - December 24, 2019 at 04:17 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of JoAnn Henesh.

December 24, 2019 at 03:34 PM

“

I met JoAnn in Soda Springs, while working at my brother's bar, Stockman's. She
instantly became a good friend, we had some good times together and she never
cared about what anyone thought or said. I loved her like a sister, and I loved her
crazy antics. I always looked forward to seeing her and Bill come in every morning
for coffee. If you wanted to have a good time hang out with her. I was blessed to
spend a Christmas Eve with her and her family one year. Since moving to Florida we
didn't stay in touch much, Jo I will miss your smile and laughter. My thoughts and
prayers are with those who are grieving their loss. May you always be with them and
keep them safe. Love always Cindy

Cynthia White - December 24, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

It is with a heavy heart that a friend in Bill, Joann ,Christine, and Tyler and Jared we
send our condolences. Your family has always been there for all of us Veterans
cause both her and Bill has made sure we have had our memorial in Soda Springs,
they both have a heart of gold and we will miss her dearly. Your mom is a beautiful
woman inside and out, and we was always glad to see her, talk to her, and I always
teased Bill cause we are good friends. God will be there to meet her and love her like
everyone down here.

Duff and Linda Woolsey - December 24, 2019 at 01:37 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of JoAnn Henesh.

December 23, 2019 at 10:55 PM

