James Warren French
August 20, 1950 - December 29, 2018

James Warren French, loving husband, brother, father, and grandfather, passed away in
the early hours of Friday, Dec. 29, 2018, following a brief, unexpected illness in Idaho
Falls, Idaho.
Jim was born August 20, 1950, in Hastings, Neb., to Josephine (Ballard) and Donavon
French. Following graduation from high school in Lincoln, Neb., and a marriage to Debra
Mayhew, he served proudly in the Navy as a submariner beginning in 1969. He rose to the
rank of chief petty officer and visited various ports in Europe and cruised under the polar
ice cap a number of times. After an honorable discharge in 1978, Jim attended Idaho
State University, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in nuclear engineering in 1982.
While in school he also met and fell in love with Lynne Swassing, a warm and caring
school teacher. The couple was married in 1982.
After graduation he worked in the nuclear industry for the following 42 years, primarily on
nuclear waste remediation. He was a key leader in writing and winning bids for several
multi-billion dollar projects. His work took him to plants in Michigan, New Jersey, South
Carolina and Sellafield, England and, even after retiring in 2013, he continued to work as
a consultant in the industry.
Friends and family will remember Jim for his generosity, kindness, patience, love of music
and legendary story-telling ability. He was the life of any party and was quick to turn
strangers into friends. He spent his free time exploring local lakes on his boat, traveling
around the U.S., and engineering improvements to their lovely Idaho Falls home.
He is survived by his wife of 36 years, sisters Christine (Andy) Denes, Pamela (Rick) Paul
and Sharon French; children Mark (Lorraine) French, Ryan (Melanie) French and Lauren
(Jonathon) DeKay, and grandchildren Ashley, Kaila, and Layne; Donavon, Arturo, Gehrig
and Brianna; Lorelai, Christian, James and Emmalee. He was preceded in death by his
parents Josephine (Ballard) and Donavon French.

Services will be held Friday, January 4, 2019, with a viewing at 9 a.m. followed by services
and burial at 10 a.m. A reception will follow at noon. All services will be held at Wilks
Funeral Home in Chubbuck, Idaho. Interment will be at Mountain View Cemetery in
Pocatello, Idaho. In lieu of sending flowers, please consider donating blood with the
American Red Cross, as we know Jim would have done if he were here.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the "Tribute Wall" tab
above.
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Comments

“

I worked with Jim at Plant Vogtle as well as SRS. He always brought a big smile and
a warm welcome when you saw him. That smile is what I’ll always remember about
Jim.

Cheryl Ludwick - January 05 at 10:56 AM

“
“

“

Thank you Cheryl.
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:36 PM

Thank you Sheryl
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:40 PM

May you all find comfort in family during this tender time. Hugs and prayers to you all
as you celebrate your father/grandfather’s life. We love you.
Charleen Haugen

Charleen Ross Haugen - January 05 at 10:33 AM

“

“

Thank you so much!
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:37 PM

Jim was a great shipmate and always cheerful, except when you had to wake him up
to go on watch . A great guy, well liked by everyone. I'm very sad to hear of his
passing. My condolences to his family.

Tom Baughman - January 04 at 05:28 PM

“

Thank you Tom.
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:38 PM

“

I had the opportunity to work with Jim at SRS in Aiken SC on numerous tasks and
Projects. He told me he was a “Big Thinker” and that trait created many innovative
solutions over the years. He was very humble and a great mentor. He loved life and
we are all better for knowing him.
Rege Strauss

Regis Strauss - January 04 at 02:38 PM

“

“

Thank you Rege.
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:38 PM

Lynne,
I just happened to notice your name as I was reading the obituaries. I am so very
sorry for your loss. I just lost Steve in November. It's such a hard thing to go through.
You are in my thoughts. Thank you for your friendship all those years ago.
Blessings to you and your family.
Connie Teuscher

Connie Teuscher - January 04 at 01:21 PM

“

I got the privilege to work closely with Jim during his transistion to SRR. He was a
brilliant man and inspiring leader who delivered his lessons and “ideas”, (usually
sketched out) with such passion and patience. He had a great sense of humor and
sometimes opened a meeting with a song from his phone. It was always fun to work
with Jim. I will miss him as so many will who were fortunate enough to cross Paths.
My sincere condolences to the family. Rest In Peace.

Jon Lunn - January 04 at 09:46 AM

“

Jim was a true mentor to me when we worked together in South Carolina. His care
was genuine, and he helped me in both professional and personal matters. He was a
true friend and even after all these years we were recently planning to have dinner
together the next time he was in Aiken. I will miss him deeply. I will keep his smile
and his laugh in my heart.

Bill Wabbersen - January 03 at 09:16 PM

“

I was fortunate to work with Jim on several projects in South Carolina and Idaho and
from the very first time we met, I considered him a good friend and one of the most
colorful co-workers I've known in 40 years. He had a tremendous, keen sense of
humor and could bring any room to stitches with his quick wit and ability to tell a
story. He was equally impressive in business or staff meetings with his knowledge of
plant systems and operations, and strategic thinking.
Jim always had kind words for me, making me feel better in any situation. I'll miss his
friendship, humor and upbeat attitude.
My condolences to Lynne and the family......I know Jim will be greatly missed.
Brent Rankin

Brent Rankin - January 03 at 08:45 PM

“

“

Thank you for the kind thoughts Brent
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:42 PM

Cathy, Brian, and Tiffany Hsu purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of James
Warren French.

Cathy, Brian, and Tiffany Hsu - January 03 at 08:02 PM

“

Jim was a one of a kind who could demystify complex technical topics with both
technical insight and a brilliant use of humor! At the conclusion of his rapier sharp
dissection; all you say was “Well, all right then!” A true loss to all who were
priviledged to know him!

Bill Poulson - January 03 at 04:34 PM

“

Sad indeed. Nothing but good memories of Jim. This includes the time he secretly
helped me suck up gallons of turbine lube oil from the bilge and put it back into the
turbine lube oil storage tank after the purifier belt slipped off. This was when the tank
was low on oil and the Captain said if we lose any more oil it's big trouble for us. We
were snooping off Mermansk at the time. It was our secret. Rest In Peace good
friend!

Roger Van - January 03 at 04:21 PM

“

I crossed paths with Jim many years ago (early 1980's) while working on the Midland
Nuclear project. I was fresh out of college with no real experience in nuclear or plant
operations. Both Jim and Dan Nilius (another ex-Navy vet and close friend of Jim's)
took me under their wings and mentored me on plant systems (and much more). He
became a good friend away from work and we shared many good times together. He
had a big heart, was a gentle giant of a man, and a die-hard Nebraska Cornhusker
football fan. I have modeled my career to provide that same "mentoring" to others
coming up through the ranks and have found this to be quite rewarding in helping
others to develop their skills.
While our time together was relatively short, the memories and respect for Jim has
remained strong all of these years.
With deepest sympathies,
Mike Ball

Michael Ball - January 03 at 01:24 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 03 at 12:57 PM

“

Our hearts go out to your family. We love you guys.

April Menlove - January 03 at 12:49 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 03 at 08:37 AM

“

Since Jim retired I’d give him a call now and then for some sage advice, which was
always honest, forthright and helpful. I really enjoyed when we got to work together.
Driven to do the correct things, strong personality, happy, extremely smart. Jim had a
positive impact on many, and I’m fortunate to be one of those.
As I've said since the 80's... "Live every day as if it's your last, realizing there
probably is a tomorrow!" This fit Jim very well, living every day to its fullest.
My sincere condolences,
Bill Jackson

Bill Jackson - January 03 at 03:23 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 10:36 PM

“

Sweet Liberty was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 10:31 PM

“

Fall Fantasia was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 10:17 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of James Warren
French.

January 02 at 10:12 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of James Warren
French.

January 02 at 09:43 PM

“

Jim...a gentleman always, giving so as to lift all boats...and sharing of life’s joy; so
that all who knew Jim are better for his part in their lives.
Very respectfully,
In honor of Jim’s life, my condolences to his large family and many many friends.

Jim Jordan, Aiken SC - January 02 at 09:26 PM

“

Jim was my best friend for our three years together on the USS Billfish. He and
Debbie let me be part of their family during our time together on the boat and I will
forever be in their debt for that. We had some great times together and did a few
crazy things. Like the time I bet Jim he couldn't start the 8K Still without reading the
procedure during our ORSE and he attempted to do it with all of Rickover's
inspectors on board -- without orders to do so -- we would have been fried if they
caught us (I hope the navy as a statue of limitations). By the way I won the bet
because Jim never stood watch in the Lower Level Engine Room. That said he was
one of the smartest guys I ever worked with and a great friend and shipmate. Sorry
to see him go, RIP Jim.
Al Lee MM1(SS)

Al Lee - January 02 at 07:46 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind thoughts.
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:44 PM

I am shocked and saddened to hear of Jim's untimely passing. Jim was always so
kind and gracious to my son and I during our interactions at various properties to
negotiate contracts and discuss real estate. Jim went so far as to even compliment
my haircut and appearance. He was always one that had a way to make you feel
good about yourself and of course he will be greatly missed. My sincerest and
heartfelt condolences to Lynne and the entire family...

Rick Anderson - January 02 at 06:53 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 05:24 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. I first met Jim in the 1990’s while he was in
SC. We worked together on many projects. I still remember being in my office late
one evening when all of a sudden I heard someone singing ‘In the Still of the Night’ very well I might add. I followed the voice to find Jim!! Jim was a visionary and a true
gentlemen. My condolences to the entire French family.

John Marra - January 02 at 05:18 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 05:12 PM

“

I worked with and for Jim many times over the years here in South Carolina and at
Sellafield. He was a generous man. Always quick to encourage. He always wanted
people to succeed with him. I am sorry to hear of his passing and cherish his
memory. - Gibert Kennedy

Gibert Kennedy - January 02 at 03:31 PM

“

I knew Jim French through his son Ryan, who I’ve known for 30 years. It was evident
in the way Ryan spoke of his father, and the times I have spent in both of their
company that he held his father in reverence. If a man’s worth is measured in his
impact on future generations, Jim was exemplary as a role model and father. His loss
is felt by those left behind, but he lives on in the love, respect, and selflessness of his
children.

John Guerry - January 02 at 02:17 PM

“

Dan and Raye Nilius purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of James
Warren French.

Dan and Raye Nilius - January 02 at 02:02 PM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 01:47 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 11:43 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 11:19 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James Warren French.

January 02 at 11:09 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. I worked with Jim in the 1990’s at SRS. He
was a great leader and I learned a lot.
Sharon Marra

Sharon Marra - January 02 at 08:56 AM

“

Jim was my right hand at Savannah River Site. One of the smartest, hardest working
and forward thinking men I ever knew. I will miss him.
Frank Jordan

Frank Jordan - January 01 at 01:52 PM

“

“

Thank you for the kind words Frank
Ryan French - January 12 at 10:45 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of James Warren
French.

January 01 at 01:30 PM

“

Jim was a great boss and a great friend. His sense of humor and his love of people
was contagious. Everyone was a better person as a result of his impact on their lives.
My life was enriched from our time together at SRS in Aiken SC. The time we spent
in Greenville on a Proposal last Spring was priceless. I enjoyed our last encounter; a

dinner at Jake’s in Idaho Falls this past Summer. May he now Rest In Peace in God’s
hands and his family be comforted by the tremendous positive impact he had on all
of our lives.

Dave Olson - January 01 at 09:58 AM

“

I love how your smile would light up the room. The way you spoke so sweetly of
Lynne was so touching. You will be greatly missed.

Jackie Kinsey - December 31, 2018 at 07:04 PM

