Frank Craig Hirschi
February 23, 1948 - September 11, 2018

Frank Craig Hirschi, 70, passed away unexpectedly on September 11, 2018 in Montpelier,
Idaho.
He was born February 23, 1948 in Logan, Utah to Frank W. and Carol (Price) Hirschi. He
was the eldest of six children. His early childhood was spent in both Logan, Utah and
Montpelier, Idaho, where he helped his father run the family farm. He participated in sports
as a young man, excelling in baseball and football.
Craig graduated from Montpelier High School in 1966 and attended Rick’s College and
Utah State University earning credits towards his Bachelor of Universal Studies degree,
which he received from Idaho State University in 1977. He served in the Idaho Army
National Guard as a field radio mechanic from 1971 to 1977.
He began his 35-year career at J.R. Simplot (Don Plant) in Pocatello in 1972. Craig
started out in the maintenance division but by 1978 had moved up to the Plant Manager’s
staff level and had the opportunity to manage the maintenance, production, engineering
and human resource departments before retiring in 2007.
On August 26, 1978, he married Elaine Jones. Together they raised three daughters, Lisa,
Kristen and Jennifer and became grandparents to six grandchildren. Craig and Elaine
recently celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary.
Craig joined the ISU Bengal Foundation in 1981 and served on the Board of Directors for
many years. Being an avid downhill skier, he was also a long-time member of the
Pocatello Ski Association, and he shared his passion for the sport with the whole family.
He enjoyed many hunting and fishing trips with his dad, his Uncle Mel and his sons-in-law.
Craig took great pride in his boat and spent summer vacations water-skiing on his native
Bear Lake. He enjoyed spending time with family at sporting events, on cruise ships and
in the backyard.

He is survived by his wife, Elaine, daughters Lisa (Jason) Qualls of Chubbuck, Kristen
(Timothy) Thorpe of Blackfoot and Jennifer (Martin) Sanders of Pocatello, grandchildren
KC and Kolton Qualls; Rylan, Makenzie and Zakary Thorpe; and Hadlee Sanders; mother,
Carol Hirschi, of Pleasant Grove, Utah, siblings David (Pamela) Hirschi, Carol Lyn (Steve)
Pilkington, Scott (Dawna) Hirschi, Laura (Randy) Hayes, and Janet (Daniel) Paxman;
Richard Jones, brother-in-law; and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his father, Frank W. Hirschi, and father- and mother-in-law,
Louis and Pauline Jones.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00pm on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at Wilks
Funeral Home, 211 West Chubbuck Road, with a gathering one hour prior to the service.
Memories and condolences may be sent to the family under the "Tribute Wall" tab above.
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Comments

“

Elaine and Family,
We were shocked and saddened by the passing of Craig. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you during this sad time. Craig was a good man and will be missed.
Stan and Debbie Hales

Stan Hales - September 21, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Frank Craig Hirschi.

September 21, 2018 at 11:04 AM

“

Such a lovely service, Elaine, and what a beautiful family you have. Love to you and
your girls and their families! Lu

Lila Hull - September 19, 2018 at 08:44 PM

“

Dearest Elaine, my heart is broken for you! Even though the years have separated
us I think of you so often. You and Craig have always been special to me and my
thoughts and prayers are with you, Lisa, Kristen, Jennifer and all of your family. May
God comfort and bless you in this time of sorrow. I would love to get together with
you and visit. Love, Lila Hull

Lila Hull - September 19, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

With deepest sympathy and sorrow for All You Family & Friends in this time of tragic
loss. Craig will be so much missed as 'Our next door Neighbor' for more than 32
years.

Memories will endure of Craig's kindness to us and visions of him caring for his

home,yard and garden and most important Family.

Too Soon He left the World - Too Soon...….

Lovingly,

Steve and Barb Steele

Steve Steele - September 18, 2018 at 01:01 PM

“

Elaine and family, So sorry for your loss. Craig was one of a kind. So fun,caring and
full of life. I still hear songs on the radio from the good old days of high impact
aerobics and look around for Craig to do a high five flyby. Class was so much fun
with the aerobic animals and he was the leader. Rich and I always enjoyed the Super
Bowl parties with Craig, Dave, Galen and Kris, We will celebrate his life. He will be
missed. Kristie Olsen and Rich Batten

Kristie Olsen - September 17, 2018 at 08:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Frank Craig Hirschi.

September 17, 2018 at 06:19 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Frank Craig Hirschi.

September 17, 2018 at 04:39 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Frank Craig Hirschi.

September 17, 2018 at 04:09 PM

“

The Frank and Carol Hirschi Family purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Frank Craig Hirschi.

The Frank and Carol Hirschi Family - September 17, 2018 at 12:18 PM

“

Uncle Craig was always a very kind and quiet man. I loved it when he was at our
family functions because he added a lot of life and light to the event. He will be
missed but I know he is with Grandpa who will take care of him now. I am sure that
reunion was a joyous one. We sure love you Elaine, Lisa, Kristen, Jennifer and
family. My heart hearts for your sudden loss. He will leave a big whole in your lives
but he is now your Angel in Heaven helping you from above.
Love, Kim (Hirschi) Fillmore

Kim (Hirschi) Fillmore - September 16, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

1 file added to the album Pictures from the Past

paul - September 16, 2018 at 11:01 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

paul - September 15, 2018 at 02:57 PM

“

We were so sad to hear that Craig had passed away. It is hard to see our classmates
and good friends leave us at such an early age. Craig and I grew up together in
Montpelier, attended Montpelier High School, played sports together, dated in the
same close circle of friends, hunted and fished, and attended church together. I will
always treasure those great times. Since then it has been every five years at our high
school reunion. Craig and Elaine were always so good to come to be with friends.
We will miss him. Our thoughts and prayers are with Elaine and the family.

Craig Williamson (Willy) - September 15, 2018 at 02:01 PM

“

My name is Jim Irving. I grew up in Montpelier also. Craig, Randy, Bruce and I
hauled hay each summer for my uncle. In addition, Craig built the nicest ‘65
Chevrolet Chevelle (bright red) that I have ever seen. He also gave me a party the
night before I left for Vietnam . He will be sorely missed.

Jim Irving - September 15, 2018 at 12:58 PM

“

Elaine and family - we were so shocked and saddened to hear of Craig’s passing.
Craig was a really good boss, mentor, and man. He was a good friend to both Steve
and I. I always knew if I had a problem at work I could talk it out with him. I hope he
felt the same way. We are really going to miss going out to lunch with you and Craig,

even if you and I mostly listened to the guys reminisce about the good old days in
Bear Lake. If there is anything at all I can do for you I am just a text away. Prayers for
comfort to you and your family.
Barbara Minor - September 14, 2018 at 05:46 PM

“

We are truly sadden to hear of the passing of Craig. Shane and I loved talking to him
about the good old days of working at simplots and Craig and my father in law,
Vance, and we loved sitting in the bleachers with him and all of the family watching
KC and for awhile, Kolton playing baseball for the Grays! He will truly missed!!!! Love
and prayers Shane, Tracie, Lindsay and Weston (Erin's Dad and Mom, sister and
nephew)

Tracie Chandler - September 14, 2018 at 05:24 PM

“

Will always remember all the GOOD Times. The early days of aerobics. The Super
Bowl parties. Sue and I will miss you. Super Dave

Dave Pankau - September 14, 2018 at 01:04 PM

