Ellen Marie Kern
June 10, 1945 - March 7, 2019

Ellen Kern, 73, went to live with the Lord after a short battle of pancreatic cancer,
surrounded by her loving family in Pocatello, Idaho.
Miss Ellie, as she was known to those who loved her, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
June 10, 1945 but made Idaho her home in the early 70s. In her years before having
children, Ellen worked as an airline attendant and learned Spanish by traveling to Mexico.
She was also the first woman hired to work on the floor of the Harley Davidson plant in
Milwaukee. Ellen married Eldridge Casper (Sonny) Kern Jr. on February 22, 1999. Ellen’s
biggest attribute was her huge, empathetic heart and her belief that every friend was once
a stranger. To that end, Ellen volunteered her time for many years with school kids who
needed an extra loving adult in their lives. Ellen enjoyed traveling and camping throughout
the western states with her loving husband Sonny in their VW van. Later in life, Ellie and
Sonny devoted much of their time to their church family at the First Baptist Church of
Pocatello and were strong advocates of the LGBTQ community.
Ellen was preceded in death by her parents Edward (King) and Ester Winski, two
grandchildren, Lauren and Eric Neibaur, nephew Josh Biemeck and son-in-law, Jeremy
White.
Ellen will be greatly missed by her loving husband Eldridge Casper (Sonny) Kern Jr. She
is survived by her brother Ed (Ruth) Walczak and her three children Julie (Mark) Jensen,
Heidi White, Eric (Christy) Rickard and Sonny’s two daughters, Denise (Michael O’Farrell)
and Andrea Kern (Brian Nice). Ellen’s grandchildren include; Bailey, Stephen (Jillian),
Joseph, Maren and Bobby; Donna Marie, Anthony, Skyler, Patrick; Olivia (TJ Potter) and
Conor (Bonnie) and 13 great grandchildren; Dylan, Jaideyn, Destiny, Donnie, Teresa,
Madison, Rhyland, Charlie, Baker, Georgia, Harper, LeVeah, Jedidiah. She will also be
missed by her sister-in-law Janet and Howard Biemeck Sr. with their children who loved
their “Auntie Ellie”; Dawn, Howie (Amy), Danny (Selena), Susanna, and Luis, and Howie’s
wife Amy, and their children, Kenya, Mya, Isaiah, and Howard the III, and Dawn’s children,
Jeremiah, Jacob, Jaidynn and Gabriel.

The family would like to thank Portneuf Medical Cancer Center and Heritage Home Health
and Hospice for their care and support after Ellen’s diagnosis.
A celebration of Ellen’s life was held at the First Baptist Church of Pocatello on Saturday,
March 9, 2019 at 1:00pm. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the
children’s ministry and youth group at the First Baptist Church of Pocatello.
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Celebration of Life

01:00PM - 02:00PM

First Baptist Church
408 N. Arthur Avenue, Pocatello, ID, US, 83204

Comments

“

The first and last thing I remember is her smile. Every Sunday, at Church, she would
make it a point to find me just so we could share a smile and a hug. I'm so thankful
for the friendship we shared, the blessings she gave are beyond measure. Sonny
and family my heart hurts for all of you. May God give you His peace, comfort, and
strength as you grieve. My prayers and love are with you.

Kay Mayne - March 09, 2019 at 11:14 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Ellen Marie Kern.

March 08, 2019 at 06:54 PM

“

My first memory of Ellen is bringing several bags of craft supplies for the Sunday
School children at First Baptist. I thought it was so wonderful for her to give from her
heart. Through the years, she continued to ask if there were any supplies needed
and would give so freely. What a blessing it was to visit with her. She was always so
cheerful and loving. She will be missed.

Gina Patterson - March 08, 2019 at 05:54 PM

