Duane Darwin Zellmer
June 26, 1958 - January 2, 2019

Duane D. Zellmer, a kind and caring man, is fondly remembered for his generosity to
others.
A faculty member at Franklin Middle School, Duane passed away suddenly of a heart
attack Wednesday January 2nd. He was 60.
Duane, who lived in Pocatello, Idaho, was born in Atlantic, Iowa and grew up in Griswold.
He received an associate’s degree in auto mechanics from Iowa Western Community
College in Council Bluffs, Iowa in 1978.
While on the road working construction, he found himself in Salt Lake City where he met
his wife of 23 years, Linda, where they had 2 children Tyler, 1991, and Paige, 1994.
Though Linda and Duane separated in 2012, they remained close friends.
They move to Pocatello in 2004. He really fell in love with the community and the area, as
he really enjoyed outdoor activities such as fishing, camping and hunting. During his time
here he owned and managed the Pocatello KOA until 2013 and enjoyed all the
relationships that developed there.
He found his passion in coaching when he coached both his children through basketball.
He continued his passion for coaching with best friend Mark Muzzo in basketball, track
and field, and soccer. Other hobbies he enjoyed include Harley Davidson Motorcycles,
NASCAR, and he was a lifetime Kansas City Chiefs fan.
Duane is survived by his two children Tyler (Dezaray) and Paige (Andrew Nickell) Zellmer,
granddaughter Gracelynn, former wife Linda Thompson, Best friend Mark Muzzo, lifetime
companion Rex the Pitbull and Cindy Nickell to whom he was in a current loving
relationship with.
The funeral is scheduled for 4 p.m. Saturday January 5th at Wilks Funeral Home, with the

Pastor Lew officiating. Light food will be provided following the ceremony where friends
and family can reminisce over Duane’s Life.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the family under the "Tribute Wall" tab
above.
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Memorial Service

04:00PM - 05:00PM

Wilks Funeral Home
211 W. Chubbuck Road, Chubbuck, ID, US, 83202

Comments

“

Our deepest condolsences are sent to Tyler, Paige and the entire Zellmer family.
Kathy amd Tony Lindoff

Kathy, Tony Lindoff - January 05 at 12:11 PM

“

I played 8th grade basketball for him and Mark. he would always pull me aside and
teach me how to do post moves. He would always push me around with his knee and
tell me to stop being a baby. I will sure miss his jokes and his personality.

Easton Colvin - January 05 at 12:40 AM

“

I knew Duane from the time he was a little boy, growing up in Griswold Iowa, our
home town. He was a very nice young man. I only saw him one time on a return trip
to Iowa, as a young adult.
I used to cut his hair when he lived at home. He was the kind type of person that
would do anything for anybody, and expect nothing in return .
I was so sorry to hear of his loss, at such a young age , with much life left to live.
RIP Duane, and regards to his family.
Madonna Jacobson
Griswold, Iowa

Madonna Jacobson - January 04 at 11:17 PM

“

I haven't seen Duane for years, but I do remember our high school days. He was a
very kind person! Myself along with the Griswold Class of 77 send our deepest
sympathies. Another classmate gone too soon! Thoughts and prayers to the family!
Diane (Weirich) Milner and The Class of 1977

Diane Milner - January 04 at 10:55 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Duane Darwin Zellmer.

January 04 at 09:50 PM

“

I had the privilege of spending a lot of time with Duane while we were in high school
as we were best friends. This lead to spending most weekend evenings together
doing something. We were both basketball managers when we were Juniors and I
helped with the lights for the Senior musical because Duane was in charge. I have so
many fond memories and funny things about this time. Over the past couple of days I
have thought of many of them. One was the fact that Duane would shift my mustang
while he was a passenger in the car so that we could each hold our beers. And he
got very good at knowing when to shift it. We also worked on a lot of cars together.
Duane was one of the participants in Sophomore drag night after several of us had
gotten our first cars. His Super Bee would lay rubber forever. When we were
basketball managers we snuck out of the state tournament and went and partied at a
friends house in Des Moines. Unfortunately the team decided to leave a little early
and we were a little late getting back. We both got in a little trouble over that one. I
haven't seen or talked with Duane in years, but he was like a second brother to me
for several years. We seemed to know what each other was thinking. I will always
cherish the great memories and Duane will be greatly missed. Prayers to his family
during this difficult time.
Dave Borkowski

Dave Borkowski - January 04 at 01:19 PM

“

I really enjoyed coaching at FMS with Duane. He was so genuine and happy and
kind, I always felt better having been around him. He will be missed!

Holly Jeppesen Bauer - January 04 at 11:04 AM

“

Willis & Sharon Hinkeldey and families purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of Duane Darwin Zellmer.

Willis & Sharon Hinkeldey and families - January 04 at 08:32 AM

“

Paige & Tyler,
We are very sorry for your loss.
I have many fond memories of Duane when we worked together
at Western Xray. Also many of you two from back in the daycare days.
You are in our thoughts.
Lori & Pete

Peter Smit - January 04 at 08:13 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Duane Darwin Zellmer.

January 03 at 10:11 PM

“

Steve and I are so sorry for your loss. We are thinking of the family at this time.
Steve and Lori Zellmer.

Lori Zellmer - January 03 at 07:02 PM

