Barbara J. Brothers
January 28, 1947 - January 5, 2020

Barbara Jane Brothers, 72, passed away January 5, 2020 following a sudden illness.
Barbara was born January 28, 1947 to Wilmer Steven “Bill” and Dorothy (Dowda) Brothers
in Long Beach, California, where she was raised and graduated from Woodrow Wilson
High School. She later received her Associates Degree at Long Beach Community
College.
Barbara remained in Southern California until her family moved to Idaho. It was here that
her love of animals was able to blossom in the open areas to enjoy nature. She especially
loved her dogs, and horseback riding. She also found something she could openly share
her heart with, volunteer work. She could always be found volunteering with the numerous
opportunities of service in this community. When she wasn’t volunteering, she was found
at the jobs she loved, Edward Jones, and then on to ISU Campus Recreation. She was a
good friend to many! She loved to travel, yoga and fitness exercises. She especially loved
her grandchildren!
Barbara is survived by a daughter, Michelle (Jason) Hedstrom; five grandchildren, Jadon,
Jenna, Ellie, Easton, and Marlee Hedstrom; and a brother, Steve (Karen) Brothers.
Barbara was preceded in death by her parents, Bill and Dorothy Brothers; and her heart
was never the same with the tragic passing of her daughter, Jennifer Mauger in 1990.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 AM, Saturday, January 11, 2020 at the Norton
Cemetery in McCammon, Idaho; where she will be laid to rest to the side of her daughter,
Jennifer Mauger.
Memories and condolences may be shared with her family under the "Tribute Wall" tab
above. Memorial contributions are suggested to be made to the Pocatello Animal
Services, P.O. Box 281, Pocatello, ID 83204.
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Comments

“

I feel so fortunate that I knew Barb. I find comfort in knowing that she is with Jennifer
and her parents again. Barb and I had a special friendship. We traveled together, we
had dinners together, we helped each other. My heart is broken but i must go on. I
will never forget my friend. Barb i love you.

Terry Burlile - January 11, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

My sympathies and deepest condolences go to Barb's immediate family and to her
many, many friends. As all the comments reflect, Barb is one of the best of the best!
If we were all more like her, the world would have peace, indeed. I will miss her. I will
miss her dearly. What a hole there will be at ISU, at Portneuf Medical, and with her
family. I am so very joyous for Barb being able to be with her daughter and parents
once more. I am sure she is serving them and others in the realms of Heaven as she
walks with her beloved animals that have been waiting for her to arrive. I love you
Barb! Peaceful journey to you!

Carri Parrish Curtis - January 11, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

Barbara was always such a great sport... full of life and adventure.

Carol Leo - January 10, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Barbara you will be missed... we were best friends in high-school and remained close
throughout the years.

Carol Leo - January 10, 2020 at 07:28 PM

“

I am very sad and very shocked to hear of Barb's passing! We have been ISU Reed
Gym "exercise buddies," and coworkers (until her ISU retirement) for close to 15
years! I remember us doing the "weight machines circuit" together on
Tuesdays/Thursdays when the weight room was located in the basement of Reed
Gym (before the new addition). Then we decided to get brave and try the Get Fit
Exercise classes, specifically the new Yoga class (brand new to the Get Fit program
with Lori Head) and we have been going together to numerous Get Fit classes
(Muscle Pump, Toning, Zumba, floor and Mat Pilates and numerous others) for at
least 10 years! Our favorites were all the Yoga and Pilates classes though out the
years! I know Barb loved ALL of the Get Fit instructors and felt very blessed to have
such a caliber of excellent, caring instructors coming to Reed Gym to teach the Get
Fit classes. I just realized that every day I came into the Yoga and Pilates classes I
would always look for Barb and would look forward to our daily after class "catch up"
talks. I will always remember you dear friend/angel and fun and inspiring exercise
buddy! I will miss you dearly and will never forget your kindness.

Tracie Chandler - January 10, 2020 at 07:21 PM

“

We will miss Barb so much. She brought a wonderful presence to our yoga classes.
She always had kinds words and a smile to share in class or if we ran into her out
and about. I am so glad to have known her and shared classes with her over the
years. She is an inspiration to us all.
With warm regards- Shannon Lynch

Shannon Lynch - January 10, 2020 at 03:52 PM

“

I was stunned and beyond saddened to hear this news. Her passing leaves a deep
hole in this world. Barbara and I went to high school together, shared many good
times with other close friends at Long Beach Wilson High, laughed and shook poms
poms on the Bruinette drill team, and reconnected after a milestone class reunion.
We shared a continuing and lifelong love of fitness classes and I see so many
comments from those of you close to Barbara through that passion.

Connie Wheeler - January 10, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Barb and Dexter were the highlights of my all-day chemo infusion at the cancer
center every other Tuesday for the past three years. Barb became a real friend and
she knew how much seeing Dexter meant to me so she would give me extra time
with him while we would visit. When I had to go back on chemo I specifically
requested Tuesdays so I could see Barb and Dexter. My heart hurts so much with
the passing of such a beautiful person which is evident of how many lives she
touched through her giving spirit.

Nancy Cheadle-Winberg - January 09, 2020 at 07:12 PM

“

I just can't believe that Barb has passed on. I saw her so recently, last Friday, at
yoga,when she seemed as vibrant as ever.
I will miss her, as she was kind, thoughtful, and so gracious!
Pamela

Pamela Park - January 09, 2020 at 02:44 PM

“

Barbara and her gentle and kind spirit will always be remembered. She was a
grounding presence in yoga classes. She reached out to those of us around her with
her positive energy. She will be missed but not forgotten.

Kath Olsen - January 09, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

Oh Barbara, you left this life too soon. Long time memories go back to your
MCCammon days. Rest In Peace lovely lady.

Peggy Weigand - January 08, 2020 at 10:14 PM

“

Sharon Ranstrom lit a candle in memory of Barbara J. Brothers

Sharon Ranstrom - January 08, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Wilks Funeral Home - January 08, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Michelle and Family,
Just heard of Barbara’s passing. SO shocked and sad! She was a wonderful, dear friend
and we had many fun adventures together. We will miss her!!
Lori and Chris Schut
Lori Schut - January 08, 2020 at 11:34 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Barb's passing. She was such an inspiration during our
Get Fit classes. She never complained and encouraged us all. We will miss her
greatly. Sorry I cannot be to her service. I would love to meet her beloved daughter
and grandchildren. Be proud of her!
Cathi

Cathi Kunicki - January 08, 2020 at 05:07 PM

“

I knew Barbara for years at ISU and always loved her great attitude and smile.
Imagine my joy to run into her at the hospital with her cute pup, serving people there
and spreading smiles and love. We chatted for quite awhile as she told me how
much she loved the work she was doing and how happy she was.
I am so sad that she is gone. My sincerest condolences to her family. You were so
lucky to have such a wonderful person in your lives.
--Marjanna Hulet

Marjanna Hulet - January 08, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

May you rest in peace, Barb, and enjoy yoga in heaven--where surely you are
embraced.

Karen - January 08, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

I met Barb two years ago. We shared a love of dogs and yoga. She was a kind,
insightful, positive presence in my life. I will miss seeing her at Bartz field with Chloe
and Dexter. I’ll miss downward dogging with her at Reed Gym. I am so grateful to
have known this lovely woman.

Erin Rasmussen - January 08, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

I will miss seeing Barb at ISU! I met her through the Get Fit program. She has always
been kind, open, and helpful to me. She would bring her dogs to summer yoga, and
my kids always enjoyed playing with them. She took care of herself and had a
wonderful presence. I am so sad to hear we have lost her. Ann Swanson

Ann Swanson - January 08, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

Barbara was truly a gem. She was always very kind, insightful, respectful and made
you feel listened to and loved. I am going to miss her hugs, positivity, and presence
an incredible amount.

Jesse - January 07, 2020 at 09:55 PM

“

I'm so very shocked and sorry to hear of Barbara's passing. She was a beautiful
person inside and out. She always made me feel like I was one of her best friends. I
will miss her being in yoga and talking about dogs. I will pray for her and her family.

Angela Luckey - January 07, 2020 at 03:08 PM

